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you have been ill so long. You are weak. I don't believe any
evil spirit really comes to trouble you. But I will get Abbot Wu
to give me some charms and I will put them up at your door.
Then we shall see if there are devils in this house/'
He went to the outer court and told Tai An to go to the
Temple of the Jade King to get the charms.
On his way, Tai An met Ying Po-chtieh and Hsieh Hsi-ta.
He hastily dismounted. "Where are you going?" Ying Po-
chtieh said to him. "Is your master at home?"
"Yes/* said Tai An, "and I am going to the Temple of the
Jade King for some charms."
The two friends went on to see Hsi-mfin Ch'ing.
"When Brother Hsieh heard how ill your lady* is, he was
terribly shocked/' Po-chtieh said. "We have come to ask how
she is."
"These last few days," Hsi-m£n told them, "she has grown
so thin that she looks like another woman. Really, I don't
know what to do."
"Why did you send Tai An to the temple?" Po-chtieh said.
Hsi-men told them about the evil dreams which the Lady
of the Vase had. "I fear there may be devils about the house,"
he said, "so I have asked for some charms to drive them
away."
"Oh," Hsieh Hsi-ta said, "I am sure it is only because she
is so weak. There are no devils here."
Then Po-chtieh said: "Brother, if you wish to get rid of
devils, it is a very simple matter. Priest P'an, of the Temple
of the Five Sacred Mountains outside the city gate, has power
over the Five Thunders and he can exorcise devils of every
sort. He is known as P'an the Expeller of Demons. With his
charms and wonder-working philtres he often gets people
out of difficulties of this sort. Send for him, Brother, and then
we shall know whether there are devils at work here or not.
And indeed, if you ask him, he may be able to cure your
lady."
"As soon as the boy comes back from Abbot Wu, I will
send him with you to P'an," Hsi-mgn said.
"We won't wait for him," Po-chtieh said. "I will go at
once. I most sincerely hope that your lady may be cured, and,
if there is anything I can do to help, I will do it, e^en if I have

